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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listinjg of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 



apparatus 



I . (Currently amended) An 

a machine for detaching 

including a die that includes 
a duct including an 

side and the opposing vertifca 

opening that is smaller thari 

opening; 

wherein the interior* s. 

while allowing a second lofrgftudinal 



for orienting a part, the apparatus comprising: 
the part from a web having a plurality of parts, the machine 
die opening through which the detached part passes; and 
interior sloped side and an opposing vertical edge, the interior sloped 
edge creating a first opening for receiving the part, a second 
first opening, and a third opening that is larger than the second 



4, (Original) The apparatus; o: 
group consisting of polymefri< 



HOFFMAN WARNICK D ALESSANRO LLC #3043 P. 003 

Reply under 37 CFR 1.116 
Expedited Procedure 
Technology Center 3700 



the 



loped side partially obstructs a first longitudinal side of the part 
side of the part to pass through the second opening 



unobstructed so that the part ixits the third opening in a substantially vertical orientation. 



2. (Previously amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the duct is coupled to the machine. 



3. (Previously amended) Tljte apparatus of claim 1, wherein the machine further includes a punch. 



? claim 1 , wherein the interior sloped side is made of one of the 
material and polished metal. 
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5. (Original) The apparatus 



6. (Canceled) 



o: 'claim 1 , wherein the interior sloped side is planar* 
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7. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the part has a curled shape, the 
apparatus further comprising: 

a container for holding the part, the container including an open end and a convex 



contoured end; 



jf the container is coupled to the duct to receive the part from the 



wherein the open erid 
third opening of the duct; and 

wherein the convex ccn toured end of the container substantially conforms to the curled 
shape of the part. 



8. (Original) The apparatus !of claim 7, wherein the container accommodates a plurality of parts 
with a curled shape stackedj u x>n each other. 

i 

i 

9. (Original) The apparatus |o| claim 7, wherein the container is coupled to the duct using a u- 
shaped channel. 

Claims 10-20 (Canceled) 
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21 . (Currently amended) An £ pparatus for orienting a part having a curled shape, the part having 
been detached from a web paying a plurality of parts, the apparatus comprising: 
a duct including: 

a first edge pairing an outer vertical side, an interior sloped side, and a support 
member there between; and 

an opposing! edge, the interior sloped side and the opposing edge creating a first 
the part and a second opening* 



opening for receivirig 



wherein the interior 



while allowing a second lorap tudinal side of the part to pass through the second opening 



sloped side partially obstructs a first longi tudinal side of the part 



unobstructed so that the part exits the second opening in a substantially vertical orientation; and 
a container for holding the part, the container including an open end and a convex 



contoured end; 

wherein the open erid 
second opening of the duct: 

wherein the convex 
shape of the part. 



of the container is coupled to the duct to receive the part from the 
aid 

contoured end of the container substan tially conforms to the curled 



22. (Previously presented) th|e 
plurality of parts with a cur 



e<l 
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apparatus of claim 21, wherein the container accommodates a 
shape stacked upon each other. 



23. (Previously presented) ' The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the container is coupled to the 
duct using a u-shaped charme 
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Claims 24-28 (Canceled) 



lOWSl 



29. (Currently amended) AiJl 

a die having a die 
vertical cross section that a 

a duct disposed 
that creates a first opening 
allows the part to pass therdth|rough 

wherein the interior 
wherein the interior sloped 
second longitudinal side of jth|e 
part exits the second opening 



Apparatus for orienting a part, the apparatus comprising: 
opening, wherein the die opening comprises a substantially rectangular 
the part to pass therethrough; and 
bel6w|the die opening, wherein the duct comprises an interior sloped side 
on receiving the part after the die opening and a second opening that 



si Dped 



side 



30. (Previously Presented) 
below and vertically aligne<ji 
parts. 
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side partially obstructs a portion of the die opening, and 
partially obstructs a first lon gitudinal side of the part while a 
part passes through the second opening unobstructed so that the 
in a substantially vertical orientation. 



Th|c apparatus of claim 29, further comprising a container disposed 
\|vith the second opening for receiving and stacking a plurality of 



3 1 . (Previously Presented) ^ h|e apparatus of claim 30, wherein the container comprises a convex 
contoured end. 

32, (Previously Presented) 'Jrhje apparatus of claim 30, wherein the container is coupled to the 
duct using a u-shaped chanAe 
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33, (Previously Presented) ' 
the part from a web having 



he apparatus of claim 29, further comprising a punch for detaching 
a plurality of parts. 



34. (Previously Presented) p|e apparatus of clai m 29, wherein the second opening is smaller than 
the first opening. 



35, (Previously Presented) 
creates a third opening that 
third openings are vertical!^ 



pie apparatus of claim 34, wherein the interior sloped side further 
is larger than the second opening, and wherein the first, second and 
slligned along an edge opposite the interior sloped side. 



36. (Previously Presented) TOe 
substantially parallel interior 



37. (Previously Presented) 
die opening, and wherein 
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Tae apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first opening is smaller than the 
trie [interior sloped side partially obstructs a portion of the die opening. 
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